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Department of Environmental Conservation & Natural Resources Board 

Project Review Sheet
Pre-application Review  Date Initiated 6/14/2019   ANR PIN# NS97-0032   WW Project# N/A

THIS IS NOT A PERMIT

Project Information

General Information
PROJECT NAME (if applicable)

Brattleboro Outing Club warming hut at Brattleboro Country Club

PROJECT TOWN

Brattleboro

PROJECT LOCATION (911 address if available)

58 Senator Gannett Dr

SPAN(S) (if available)

Contact(s)
CONTACT TYPE

Other

NAME

Bill Jahn

EMAIL

  billjahn@yahoo.com

ORGANIZATION NAME (if applicable)

Brattleboro Outing Club

CELL PHONE

802-380-3147

PHONE

ZIPSTATE

VT

TOWNADDRESS

CONTACT TYPE

Landowner

NAME

Melanie Boese

EMAIL

mboese@brattleborocc.com

ORGANIZATION NAME (if applicable)

CELL PHONEPHONE

ZIPSTATE

VT

TOWNADDRESS

Project Description
ENTERED BY

John Fay

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Outing Club has been using the pro shop building at the golf club during the winter for many years. The club is updating that building and 
it will no longer be available to the outing club off season. So the outing club is proposing to purchase an unfinished 15 x 36 ft building from 
the tech center and place it on blocks in the far corner of the current parking lot. The building will have heat and power (either hard-wired, or 
through a portable generator) but no plumbing. It will be used to store gear and as a warming hut for the outing club's cross-country skiers. 
They would be renting port-o-potties for the events held there in the winter. 

DATE ENTERED

6/17/2019 8:26 AM

INFORMATION SOURCE

Individual

John.Fay
Highlight
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ENTERED BY

John Fay

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Historical background 
The Brattleboro Outing Club (BOC) was founded in 1922 by local sports enthusiast Fred Harris, and is one of the oldest civic outdoor sports 
associations in the country.  In two and a half years the BOC will be celebrating its 100-year anniversary.  It’s mission to “encourage, develop, 
and promote family outdoor life and good fellowship” has remained unchanged over the decades. Through the years it has kept fees low by 
relying on an active volunteer base. As a result, BOC offers a great opportunity to participate in affordable outdoor activities year-round. 
 
Cross country skiing has been a cornerstone winter activity for the BOC throughout the years.   
 
For the last thirty plus years the BOC Cross Country Skiing program trails have been on land the BOC leases from the Brattleboro Country Club 
(BCC), and adjacent forests and fields. The trail network has shared the open fairways of the golf course but also extends into the surrounding 
wooded areas and fields that used to be part of Brattleboro Retreat land. Over the decades, the BCC has provided an indoor facility to the BOC 
to serve as its winter ski hut.  Early on it was a little-used storage building that came alive with skiers each winter.  In more recent years the BOC 
has been sharing space with part of the Golf Pro Shop.  Each December the BCC Golf Pro has moved golf apparel and merchandise out of half 
of the Pro Shop so that the BOC XC Ski program could move its skis, boots, poles, and snowshoes into the Pro Shop, creating the BOC Winter 
Ski Hut.  Each Spring, the BOC would move out of the Pro Shop, putting the winter equipment in summer storage, so that the Golf Pro could 
reclaim his space. 
  
This sharing of space, with the in and out of equipment on both sides, has taken a toll on both the country club personnel and the BOC 
volunteers over the years.  Ownership of the BCC recently changed, and a new golf pro has been hired. The new owner of the BCC is supportive 
of the BOC XC Ski Program, especially the school programs, but recently informed the BOC that the pro shop was no longer available to serve 
as the BOC’s winter ski hut. The BCC owner did offer to provide space on the rear parking lot if the BOC could find or build a structure to serve 
as the Ski Hut.   
  
While there can be skiing without a ski hut, hut space is critical to so much of what the BOC XC Ski Program is and does.  The Hut provides a 
central point for information sharing about trails, snow conditions, and program offerings. The Hut houses all of the program’s winter 
equipment, keeping the skis, boots, poles, and snowshoes accessible and protected.  This equipment gets used by many people in the course 
of the season: members, guests and local students.  BOC XC members may use the equipment for free on BOC trails.  Groups from the local 
schools' Winter Activities programs come each week in January and February to learn to ski and explore and have fun outdoors in the winter.  
Currently between 50 and 70 students a season come from Academy School, Green Street School, Oak Grove School, St. Michael’s School, Hill 
Top Montessori, and Leland and Gray High School.  There have also been groups from the Home School community and local youth 
organizations.  The BUHS Nordic Team uses the Ski Hut, and trains and hosts home races on the BOC XC Ski Trails.  The Windham County cross 
country skiing delegation to Vermont Special Olympics also meets weekly at the Hut to train for the Winter Games.  On weekends the hut is 
open regular hours so that the public can rent equipment at minimal cost and get oriented to using the trails. Lessons on learning to ski, or 
improving skills are offered.  Special programs for senior citizens, the Big Brother and Big Sister program, and local foster parents and children 
also exist.   Without a ski hut these programs would not be able to take place.  With the BCC no longer offering an interior space the BOC can 
use, it feels important to find an alternative that keeps the winter programming viable. 
 
The local high school tech center, Windham Regional Career Center, has an unfinished building they are selling.  The BOC hopes to purchase 
this building and put in on blocks at the far end of the Brattleboro Country Club's asphalt parking lot. 

DATE ENTERED

6/17/2019 8:28 AM

INFORMATION SOURCE

Individual

ENTERED BY

John Fay

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Further clarification of use of the structure includes that it will be in use fewer than 28 times a year in total, each time for about 10-15 minutes 
of a 1.5-hour stay on location where most of the time is spent out on skis. 

DATE ENTERED

6/19/2019 9:00 AM

INFORMATION SOURCE

Individual

DEC Prior Permits
PERMIT TYPE

Act 250

PERMIT NUMBER

2W1044

PERMIT TYPE

Wastewater System & Potable Water Supply

PERMIT NUMBER

WW-2-0962 series
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Jurisdictional Opinion(s) for permits that may be needed from the District Environmental Office PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION

This is a jurisdictional opinion issued pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 6007(c) and Act 250 Rule 3(A). Reconsideration requests are governed by Act 250 Rule 3(B) and 
should be directed to the district coordinator at the above address.  Effective May 31, 2016, any appeal of this decision must be filed with the Superior Court, 
Environmental Division (32 Cherry Street, 2nd Floor, Ste. 303, Burlington, VT 05401) within 30 days of the date the decision was issued, pursuant to 10 V.S.A. 
Chapter 220. The Notice of Appeal must comply with the Vermont Rules for Environmental Court Proceedings (VRECP). The appellant must file with the Notice of 
Appeal the entry fee required by 32 V.S.A. § 1431, which is $295.00. The appellant also must serve a copy of the Notice of Appeal on the Natural Resources Board, 
10 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05633-3201, and on other parties in accordance with Rule 5(b)(4)(B) of the Vermont Rules for Environmental Court 
Proceedings.

Act 250 Jurisdictional Opinion

HAS THE LANDOWNER SUBDIVIDED BEFORE?

NoYes

REQUESTOR TYPE

Landowner/Agent

PERSON REQUESTING JURISDICTIONAL OPINION

Bill Jahn

ACT 250 PERMIT NUMBER (if any)

COPIES SENT TO STATUTORY PARTIES?IS AN ACT 250 PERMIT REQUIRED?

NoYes NoYes

TYPE OF PROJECT (check all that apply)

Commercial Agricultural State FederalResidential Municipal

BASIS FOR DECISION

An Act 250 permit is required because the proposed project is a material change to a permitted development.  Act 250 Rule 2(C)(6).

DISTRICT COORDINATOR SIGNATURE Stephanie Gile, District 2 Coordinator 
  

[phone]   802-289-0597      [email]   stephanie.gile@vermont.gov 
  

Natural Resources Board 
Districts 2 & 3 Environmental Commission 
100 Mineral Street, Suite 305, Springfield, VT  05156

Wastewater System & Potable Water Supply Permit Jurisdictional Opinion
PERMIT NOT REQUIRED?IS A WASTEWATER SYSTEM & POTABLE WATER SUPPLY PERMIT/APPROVAL REQUIRED?

Yes

No Notice of Permit Requirement

Home Occupation

Clean Slate

Boundary Line AdjustmentPermit application currently under review

Permit issued on

BASIS FOR DECISION

Exemption 1-304(29) allows for the construction and use of a building or structure for seasonal outdoor activities (e.g., outdoor archery, gun 
range, golf driving range, farm stand, Christmas tree farm), provided: (A) the use does not require water for operation or clean-up, including 
employee wash up, other than for: (i) hand washing that is accommodated by alternative hand washing supplies; and (ii) the disposal of 
wastewater that is accommodated by the use of alternative toilets; and 
(iii) the building or structure is not connected to a water service line, water service pipe, or sanitary sewer service line.

REGIONAL OFFICE STAFF SIGNATURE Jeff Svec, Assistant Regional Engineer 
  

[phone]   802-591-0231      [email]   jeff.svec@vermont.gov 
  

Department of Environmental Conservation 
Drinking Water & Groundwater Protection Division - Springfield Regional Office 
100 Mineral Street, Suite 303, Springfield, VT  05156

The following are preliminary, non-binding determinations made by DEC Permit Specialists identifying other permits that may be needed 
PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION

Preliminary, Non-binding Determination of the Applicability of Other State Permits
 Note: Fact Sheet numbers below refer to permit fact sheets available at: http://dec.vermont.gov/permits/handbook/info-sheets

SPECIAL WETLANDS DISCLAIMER 

A desktop review cannot definitively confirm the presence or absence of a wetland in or within fifty feet of your project site. This review sheet is the result of a 
desktop review that included reviewing the project site with these mapping tools available at https://anr.vermont.gov/maps. Many wetlands do not appear on 
these maps. You are advised to review the site on the ground for wetlands, regardless of whether this box is checked or not (https://dec.vermont.gov/
watershed/wetlands/what/guide). To confirm the presence/absence of wetlands, contact a qualified environmental consultant (https://dec.vermont.gov/
watershed/wetlands/what/id/wetland-consultant-list) or the State Wetlands Program (https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands).

Department of Public Safety
Construction Permit Fire Prevention, Electrical, Plumbing, Accessibility (ADA) [ Fact Sheets #49, 50, 50.1, & 50.2 ]

Springfield: 802-885-8883

Local Permits

2019.06.17 
12:08:57 -04'00'

2019.06.21 
15:45:59 -04'00'

John.Fay
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John.Fay
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John.Fay
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John.Fay
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John.Fay
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John.Fay
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See your Town Clerk, Zoning Administrator, Planning Commission or Public Works

PERMIT SPECIALIST SIGNATURE

John Fay Digitally signed by John Fay 
Date: 2019.06.21 15:49:22 
-04'00'


