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NRB to host online public meeting
on Act 250 Legislative study

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 7, 2023
Media Inquiries: Sabina Haskell, sabina.haskell@vermont.gov; 802-461-8072

MONTPELIER — The Natural Resources Board will host an online public meeting to
present its draft legislative report “Necessary Updates to the Act 250 Program.”

The online public meeting will be held Thursday, December 14, from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
EST.

The draft report can be found here. A link to participate in the online meeting can be
accessed here.

Act 182 of 2022 and Act 47 of 2023 directed the Natural Resources Board with reporting
to the House Committees on Environment and Energy and Ways and Means and the
Senate Committees on Finance and Natural Resources and Energy on “necessary
updates to the Act 250 program,” on or before December 31, 2023.

In June, the NRB and its facilitation team convened a stakeholder Steering Committee
to help the NRB design and implement a robust process for stakeholder input and build
consensus among stakeholders with divergent perspectives.

Under the terms of Act 182 and Act 47, the NRB's report to the legislature shall include:

1. How to transition to a system in which Act 250 jurisdiction is based on location, which
shall encourage development in designated areas, the maintenance of intact rural
working lands, and the protection of natural resources of statewide significance,
including biodiversity. Location-based jurisdiction would adjust the threshold for Act 250
jurisdiction based on the characteristics of the location. This section of the report shall
consider whether to develop thresholds and tiers of jurisdiction as recommended in the
Commission on Act 250: the Next 50 Years Report.

2. How to use the Capability and Development Plan to meet the statewide planning
goals.

3. An assessment of the current level of staffing of the Board and District Commissions,
including whether there should be a district coordinator located in every district.

4. Whether the permit fees are sufficient to cover the costs of the program and, if not, a
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recommendation for a source of revenue to supplement the fees.

5. Whether the permit fees are effective in providing appropriate incentives.

6. Whether the Board should be able to assess its costs on applicants.

7. Whether increasing jurisdictional thresholds for housing development to 25 units
would affect housing affordability, especially for primary homeownership, and what the
potential impact of increasing those thresholds to 25 units would have on natural and

community resources addressed under existing Act 250 criteria.

8. A proposed framework for delegating administration of Act 250 permits to
municipalities.

Public input and feedback on draft recommendations will be incorporated into the report.

More information on the report can be found at Necessary Updates to the Act 250
Program on the NRB website.

Questions or comments may be submitted to the NRB General inbox. Deadline for
submission is December 15, 2023.
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