
Act 250
Protecting Vermont’s Environment
Promoting Economic Prosperity

Act 250	
What a Difference It Makes 

	 From 1970 to Today

The completion of the Interstate Highway system in the 
1960s brought Vermont an hour closer by car to Boston 
and New York City. Vermont began promoting tourism, and 
skiing became increasingly popular. Vermont towns quickly 
became sites for high density second home developments 
on sensitive mountainsides.

In the spring of 1970, inspired by the vision of Gov. Deane 
Davis, the Vermont Legislature passed the Land Use and 
Development Law, known as Act 250, to preserve and 
protect the environment, as well as maintain our traditional 
settlement patterns. It was innovative and bold at its 
inception, and the law is now part of the fabric of Vermont. 
Act 250 incorporates a process to guide development that 
complements the landscape.

Protecting Vermont’s environmental integrity and promoting 
economic prosperity benefits everyone. For almost fifty 
years, Act 250 has helped Vermont retain its unsurpassed 
scenic qualities while undergoing substantial growth. 

The future will certainly bring new challenges, and Act 250 
will continue to adapt, by working collaboratively with all 
citizens to preserve Vermont’s scenic beauty in alignment 
with the state’s economic goals.

Act 250 is administered by the  
Natural Resources Board, an  

independent entity in state government.

Rutland District Office
440 Asa Bloomer Building
Rutland, VT 05701
(802) 786-5920

Bill Burke, District 1 & 8 Coordinator
(802) 786-5923
william.burke@vermont.gov

Springfield District Office
100 Mineral Street, Suite 305
Springfield, VT 05156
(802) 289-0603

Stephanie Gile, District 2 Coordinator
(802) 289-0597
stephanie.gile@vermont.gov

Linda Matteson, District 3 Coordinator
(802) 289-0598
linda.matteson@vermont.gov

Essex District Office 
111 West Street
Essex Jct., VT 05452
(802) 879-5614

Rachel Lomonaco, District 4 Coordinator
(802) 879-5658
rachel.lomonaco@vermont.gov

Stephanie Monaghan, District 4 Coordinator
(802) 879-5662
stephanie.monaghan@vermont.gov

Montpelier District Office
10 Baldwin Street
Montpelier, VT 05633-3201
(802) 476-0185

Susan Baird, District 5, 6 & 9 Coordinator
(802) 476-0134
susan.baird@vermont.gov

St. Johnsbury District Office
374 Emerson Falls Road, Suite 4 
St. Johnsbury, VT 05819
(802) 751-0120

Kirsten Sultan, District 7 Coordinator
(802) 751-0126
kirsten.sultan@vermont.gov
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Natural 
Resources 
Board 
10 Baldwin Street
Montpelier, VT 05633-3201
(802) 828-3309

Diane B. Snelling
Chair
diane.snelling@vermont.gov

Donna Barlow Casey
Executive Director  
donna.casey@vermont.gov

Greg Boulbol
General Counsel
greg.boulbol@vermont.gov

Aaron Brondyke
Enforcement Officer
aaron.brondyke@vermont.gov

nrb.vermont.gov
Act 250 is administered by the Natural 
Resources Board, an independent entity  
in state government.
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Do I Need an Act 250 Permit?
If you are planning construction or subdivision of land in Vermont, you may need to obtain an Act 250 
Permit. The steps outlined below provide an overview of the process. For more detailed information, visit 
nrb.vermont.gov or call the designated Act 250 District Coordinator at the numbers listed on the reverse.

A ruling that determines whether an  
Act 250 permit/amendment is required for  
a proposed project. JOs are issued by the  

Act 250 District Coordinators.

Be ready to provide basic 
information about your project such 
as location, type of development, 
number of lots to be subdivided, 
size and any other related permits 
that have been issued.

Agency of Natural Resources 
Permit Specialists can also 
help advise on what other permits 
you may need, or with information 
that may be requested by the  
Act 250 District Coordinator.

Step 1 
Contact your  

District Coordinator 
(see map)

If the JO concludes there is no 
Act 250 jurisdiction, no permit/

amendment will be required.

Act 250 Permit  
Not Required

Act 250 Permit Issued*

Appeal to 
Superior Court
An appeal may 
be filed with the 
Superior Court 
(within 30 days).

Submit Motion for 
Reconsideration
Applicant may 
submit a motion 
for reconsideration 
within 6 months.

Permit Denied

STEP 4
Application is Reviewed by

District Commission

District Commission decides whether to issue 
an Administrative Amendment or to process the 
application as a Minor or Major Application.

Step 3
Submit Act 250 Permit Application  

to District Coordinator

Permit application is reviewed for administrative 
and technical completeness.

20 Day Comment Period 
(draft permit)

 Option to Request Public Hearing

Conditions may be added

Minor 
(45% of applications)

Site Visit

Public Hearing

Hearing Recessed

Additional information is provided  
to Act 250 District Commission  
within a time frame specified in  

the Hearing Recess Order.

Major 
(15% of applications)

Notice is 
sent to state 
agencies and 
designated 

parties.

Act 250 District Commission Deliberates

Amendment to permit.

Administrative 
Amendment

(40% of applications)

Option to 
request  

motion to  
alter.

District 
Commission 
reconsiders  
application.

Step 2
Jurisdictional Opinion (JO)  
May Be Issued (if requested)

Appeal to Superior Court
An immediate appeal (within 
30 days) of the JO can be 
filed with Superior Court.

Submit Application
Applicant submits  
an Act 250 application to 
the District Coordinator.

* All permits must meet all criteria

Application 
process 

continues.

ACT 250  
Permit not 
Required

JO Upheld,  
ACT 250  
Permit 

Required

If the JO concludes yes an Act 250 permit is required, an Act 250 
application will need to be submitted. The JO may be reconsidered  

by a District Coordinator upon request.

Act 250 Permit Required
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